Footsie in Germany

Suiay Dutt

| CCoRDING To some, the World Cup only real-
" ly began two weeks after the first match.
We're now into the knockout phase, where
only the best teams remain and where every
match has to have a winner. Four years ago, gi-
ants France and Argentina didn’t make it past
the initial group stage. This year, the biggest
casualties among the early exits were the
Czech Republic and the United States, ranked
as the world’s second and fifth best teams re-
spectively. They were in the same group from
which Italy and Ghana advanced. For world
i football, it was good to see Ghana advance.
Without them there would only have been
European and Latin American teams left.
Doing well, of course, is also a matter of

Cup after their last group match with Iran. But
Angola picked up their first two World Cup
points ever, after drawing with Iran and
Mexico. “We have to be pleased,” remarked
Angola coach Luis Goncalves after their last
match in Leipzig. “We’ve gained experience,
which will help us in the future.” In 2002,
when the previous World Cup was played,
Angola’s warring factions had just signed a
peace agreement, ending decades of brutal
civil war. Four years later, their footballers
qualified for the World Cup, got two draws and
a single-goal defeat to Portugal. “The team will
get a great reception when they go home,”
said Paulo Caculo of the Angolan sports daily,
Jornal dos Desportos.

Boasting seems to come naturally to
World Cup winners; maybe it’'sa
privilege they are entitled to
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For Asia, it's been a disappointing World
Cup. After reaching the semi-final four years
ago, Korea had not thought they would be
home as quickly as they were this time. Japan
and Iran have plenty of players in European
leagues, but that didn’t help them much.

The biggest expectations are always on
the previous winners of the World Cup, and
all six teams who can make that boast —
Argentina, Brazil, England, France, Germany
and Italy — have cleared the first group hur-
dle. Boasting, by the way, seems to come
naturally to World Cup winners, and maybe
arrogance is a privilege they are entitled to.
When it comes to proclaiming one’s own
greatness, few have done it more thoroughly
— and less convincingly — than Franz
Beckenbauer, who coached West Germany
. tothe championship in 1990. Looking ahead
at the time, Beckenbauer remarked: “We’ll
be unbeatable foryears to come. Already
we're the best in the world, and now we can
add all the talent from East Germany too.”
[nvincibility lasted less than a year, before a

reunited Germany lost to Wales.

perspective. Angola said goodbye to the World |
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CHILDREN OF A
LESSER GERMANY

Susay DUTT sifts through the rubble the Fall of the Wall left over East German Jfootball

; . ORRY SON, the youth
S0, coach at Dynamo
,ﬁﬁ% Berlin said, “but you
can’t play in this team any-
more” Though East German
sports were always ruthlessly
competitive — a fact that
landed the erstwhile German
Democratic Republic heaps of
Olympic medals in various
sports — this was not the rea-
son why football-loving 10-
year-old, Tobias Heckescher,
had to leave the Dynamo
youth team. Tobias was out of
the team for the same reason
that his father had lost his job.
His father had refused to turn
informer for the Stasi, the
Fast German secret police.
“Until then, I'd always been a
Dynamo supporter, Tobias,
now 32, told me. “I didn’t
know they were a Stasi club.”
From then on, he started sup-
porting Union Berlin. And the
West German national team.

I met Heckescher in the
Volksgarten park in Cologne
one evening, where he was
following the World Cup
matches along with some 20
friends. All of them, cheeks
painted with the German tri-
colour, were enjoying a bar-
beque around a television set
taken out to the lawns and
plugged into a car battery.
Heckescher was born in East
Berlin in 1974. In 1984, when

, he was forced to quit
# Dynamo Berlin’s

youth team,

Heckescher soon found a
smaller club where he could
play. His father, a geologist,
had no such option. He was
blacklisted by the authorities
and could only sit at home,
watching the days and years
go by. Five years later, the
Heckeschers were allowed to
move west. Six months after
that, the Wall came down.

In East Germany, football
was every bit as organised
and restricted as the econo-

my. Clubs prefixed “Dynamo”

before the city’s name were
clubs belonging to the police
— and the secret police.
“Lokomotive” clubs repre-
sented the railways. The
media and film industries
had their own “Rotation”
clubs, though none of these
were ever as successful as
Dynamo Berlin, Dynamo
Dresden and Lokomotive
Leipzig. In all, 18 trades had
their own clubs. The best

players were generally moved :

to “Dynamo” clubs.
Heckescher was far from
the only football fan in East
Germany to support the
West Germans. And, like
many others, Tobias cared
more about the “Wessi” club
teams than the “Ossi” ones.

! “In East Germany,
. only two clubs

: ever won the

: league —Dynamo
: Berlin, and

i Dynamo Dresden.
i Tt was pretty bor-

 ing,” Tobias told

. me. “My teachers

- knew about my

i football sympa-

! thies, justlike

. they knew about my father’s

»

 situation,” he continued.
. “That didn’t always help me
‘in school.”

. In East Germany, the 1990
| reunification had the same
¢ effect on football as on other
In industry, for in-

sectors.
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stance, several obsolete firms

: were bought out by wealthy
: West German companies. In
: some cases, this led to mod-
- ernised organisation and

: production; but, more often,
{ the West Germans would
 take what assets they could

¢ find and then close down a

: potential rival. In football,

- wealthy West German clubs
¢ could offer much better con-
| tracts for promising young
- Eastern players, creating a
: divide in German football,

. Championship in 1996, and
! club team Borussia Dortmund
: — West German, of course —
© to the Champions League title
| in1997. Sammer, whose ca-

¢ reer was cut short through in-

juries, grew up
in Dresden. In
today’s German
team, Michael
Ballack is the .
shining star. He
haslong been
sought by lead-
ing clubs in
England and
Spain, and after
. the World Cup

. will move from wealthy

¢ Bayern Munich to even

. wealthier Chelsea. Ballack

. grew up in Chemnitz, a city
that went by the name of Karl
Marx Stadt when Michael
began playing,. Like all East
German children, Michael

Tobias was out of the

reason his father lost

informer for the Stasi

Ballack learned Russian in
school. Some say that one of
the reasons he chose Chelsea
is because he’ll be able to com-
municate with the club’s
owner, Russian multibillion-
aire Roman Abramovich.

A few days before meeting
Tobias and friends at the bar-
© beque in Cologne, I'd made 2
. trip to Leipzig in the heart of
i former East Germany. Of the
. 12 host cities for the 2006
© World Cup, Leipzig is the only
¢ one in the eastern part of the
. country. I was expecting it to
. be a grey mass of prefabricat-
. ed Soviet-style housing es-

. tates, and though there was
¢ some of that, the overwhelm-
ing impression was complete-

ly different. From the railway

station to its squares, parks

- and churches, the city wore all
. the elegance of the ages before
: the 40 years of the GDR. This,

after all, is the city that has

i Johann Sebastian Bach for its

favourite son.
Leipzig also has a rich foot-

. ball history. Germany’s first
i football champions, of 1903,

came from this city, and the
German Football Association,

. the DFB, was founded here as

well. Leipzig’s World Cup sta-

. dium, the Zentralstadion, is
¢ built over the previous struc-
¢ ture of the same name, once

the biggest stadium in

. Germany. It is not only archi-
| tecturally pleasing, but it is
. also an excellent arena.

Unfortunately, the match I
watched there, Iran-Angola, a

- 1-1 draw, was by no means as
. enjoyable as its setting.

So, is Leipzig truly a happy

and integrated part of reunit-
. ed Germany? No, not for

some time. A closer look re-

. veals another side. Blocks and
: blocks of beautiful apartment
: buildings with attractive inner

city locations stand absolutely
empty, and are rapidly crum-
bling for lack of upkeep. One
reason is that families who've

. regained ownership from the
: East German state find it too
| expensive to keep up the

maintenance. Especially since
potential tenants are hard to

. find. Over the past decade-

¢ and-a-half, it is not just foot-
 ballers, but young people in

. general, who have gone west

| in droves. Watching football
 in the park in Cologne, there

. were other “Ossis”, besides

| Tobias. One of his friends was
. Gabriel from Dresden. “After

. university, I moved to Cologne
. because this is where I could

. find ajob,” Gabriel said. “T

¢ don’t see myself moving back

iy . A
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